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The Spelling Bee
Gabe stood in the wings of the high school auditorium. The stage was huge,
with chairs for 45 students. There were 3,000 people in the audience. “This is
very different from our school’s auditorium,” he thought. “Ours holds only 300
people, and our stage isn’t big enough to hold a fly.” Gabe had won his school’s
spelling bee, but he doubted he would do well here. “I’ll do the best I can,” Gabe
said to himself as he stepped onto the stage and focused on the spelling bee. By
the end of the day, Gabe had made it to the state finals, and he felt a lot better
about himself.

Answer the questions about the text.
1. How do you know this text is realistic fiction? What makes the characters,
events, and dialogue realistic?

2. Write an example of figurative language found in the text. Explain why it is
figurative language.

3. Who is the narrator of the story? Explain how you know.

4. Write a descriptive detail from the text that tells how Gabe felt after the spelling
bee. How does this detail help you experience the text as realistic?
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Paying it Forward
Andy frowned at his cast-enclosed leg. He’d broken his tibia and fibula, and
cracked his patella—three important leg bones—the doctor had said.
Suddenly, his mom walked in. His classmate Peter followed her, grasping
something secretively in his hand.
Oh, great! Andy thought. Peter’s come to be mean to me, like always.
“Just go home!” he snapped.
“Chill out,” Peter replied. “I broke an arm last summer, and a friend made
it better for me. I’ve come to do the same for you.” He held out a video game.
“I just picked up a copy of a great new video game,” Peter said. “Want to play?”

Answer the questions about the text.
1. Name a detail that lets you know this text is realistic fiction. How does
it do that?

2. Write an example of a descriptive detail from the text. How does the detail add
to the text’s setting, characters, or events?

3. How does the author use pacing in this text? How does the pacing help make
the text seem realistic?
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